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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: POLICE ARREST 471 STUDENTS IN PORT ELIZABETH 
REF: PRETORIA 5335 

SUMMARY: PRESS REPORTS INDICATE 471 STUDENTS ARRESTED IN 
PORT ELIZABETH FOLLOWING INCIDENTS OF STONE-THROWING AND 
ARSON. END SUMMARY. 

1 . THE SPORADIC UNREST AND VIOLENCE WHICH HAS OCCURRED IN 
THE EASTERN CAPE IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS (REFTEL) FLARED 
AGAIN OCT. 1 1 IN BLACK TOWNSHIPS OF PORT ELIZABETH. 
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PRESS REPORTS THAT 471 STUDENTS WERE ARRESTED AFTER 
STONE-THROWING CLASHES WITH POLICE. 

2. CLASHES APPARENTLY OCCURRED FOLLOWING A MEETING OF 
NEWLY-FORMED STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL WHICH MET 
OCT. 1 1 TO DISCUSS PLANNED RE-OPENING OF BLACK PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS SLATED FOR OCT. 12. AS STUDENTS LEFT CHURCH 
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HALL, CROWD OF SOME 700 APPARENTLY RESPONDED TO POLICE 
ORDERS TO DISPERSE BY THROWING STONES. POLICE DISPERSED 
CROWD WITH TEAR GAS AND DROVE STUDENTS BACK INTO CHURCH 
HALL WHERE 471, ALL MALES, WERE ARRESTED. POLICE REPORTED 
NO RPT NO SHOTS WERE FIRED. 

3. IN OTHER REPORTED INCIDENTS, ATTEMPTS WERE MADE TO 
BURN HOUSES OF THREE BLACK POLICEMEN, A CROWD STONED A 
SCHOOL PRINCIPAL AND FAMILY AND SET FIRE TO HIS CAR AND 
HOMES OF A BLACK ACTOR AND HIS BROTHER WERE DESTROYED BY 
FIRE. 

4. IN A PATTERN FOLLOWED IN ATTEMPTED SCHOOL BOYCOTTS 
IN OTHER CITIES, PORT ELIZABETH SRC RESOLVED TO (A) CON- 
TINUE THE SCHOOL BOYCOTT, (B) MOUNT CAMPAIGN TO EDUCATE 
CHURCH LEADERS ON NEED TO ABOLISH BANTU EDUCATION, (C) 
CALL ON PARENTS WHO HAVE SENT CHILDREN TO SCHOOLS OUTSIDE 
PORT ELIZABETH TO BRING THEM BACK TO IOIN IN BOYCOTT. 
PRIMARY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE ON FIRST DAY OF NEW TERM WAS 
REPORTED VERY LOW. 

TM COMMENT: A CAPE TOWN ATTORNEY WHO SPOKE TO ONE OF 
PORT ELIZABETH ATTORNEYS REPRESENTING STUDENTS SAID THREE 
SPECIAL MAGISTRATES COURTS HAVE BEEN SET UP TO TRY TO 
HEAR CASES AND CARRY OUT SENTENCES (IN MOST CASES BEATING 
WITH A CANE) AS SOON AS POSSIBLE. HE SAID ATTORNEYS 
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ARE THREATENING TO RESIGN FROM CASE IF COURTS REFUSE 
TO ALLOW SUFFICIENT TIME FOR NOTIFICATION OF PARENTS 
AND PREPARATION OF PROPER DEFENSE. WILLIAMS 
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